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1. SAP Adoption and Pre-Implementation

2. Lessons Learned During Early Adoption

3. How to Support Electric Leaf blowers with or without a Ban



TIMELINE

July 2023: SAP 
adopted with 

GPLBB within 3 
years direction

Fall 2023 –
Summer 2025: 
City internal 
transition, 

general 
outreach

Fall 2025: 
Targeted 

outreach to 
landscapers, 
and GPLBB 

adopted

Winter 2025 –
Spring 2026: 

Broad outreach, 
complaint 
process 

development

April 2026: Ban 
goes into effect

Spring 2026 –
ongoing: 

Complaint 
management 
and ongoing 

outreach



WHY BAN USE OF GAS-POWERED LEAF BLOWERS?
• GHG Emission – other actions in Sustainability Action Plan have more potential

• EV strategies have 42 times more emission reduction potential

• Existing buildings electrification has 14 times more emission reduction potential

• Local Air Pollution – exhaust emissions from gas-powered leaf blower engines produce several 
harmful pollutants

• Exposure is most severe for the operator, and sensitive populations that are nearby when the 
machine is operating

• Noise – can exceed OSHA standards. Varies greatly by individual machine, and noise is still produced 
by electric models

• AB 1346 (2021)  - State law to prohibit engine exhaust from small off-road engines for those produced 
after January 2024

• Applies to all landscaping equipment, implemented by California Air Resources Board



OUTREACH – BEFORE ADOPTION



YouTube

Print

Digital
OUTREACH – AFTER ADOPTION





WEBSITE
walnutcreekca.gov/leafblowers



COMPLAINT PROCESS
• Receive complaints

• SeeClickFix (seeclickfix.com/walnut-creek)

• Phone

• Email

• Send letters with flyer to address

• If two letters are sent and the issue persists refer to Code 
Enforcement



IMPLEMENTATION REALITIES

ROSES

• Finding the right contact for 
certain properties 

• Not all reports are accurate

• Usually don’t receive 
confirmation of a switch

THORNS

• 80%+ of properties reported 
only once

• Anecdotal reports of 
properties coming into 
compliance

• Better understanding of leaf 
blower use in City

• Organic media/social 
media coverage

• Strong engagement and 
reactions

• Leading with education

• Prevalence of hired
landscapers

BOTH



CLIMATE ACTION BEHAVIOR CHANGE SUPER STARS

FUNDING

• Bay Area Air District Commercial Electric Lawn and 
Garden Equipment Exchange Pilot Program

• Landscapers that have clients in “Richmond-
San Pablo & Surrounding Communities” 
qualify for trade in rebates on a variety of 
landscaping equipment, including $1,400 for 
leaf blowers

SOCIETAL NORMS

• Working directly with neighbors to encourage 
behavior change is the most effective

• If you use electric landscaping equipment on your 
property, tell friends and family the benefits and 
how much you prefer it

• If your landscaper uses electric, give them positive 
reviews online


